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 China-SA Relations{ 
A New Trade Agreement 

¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нллфΣ /Ƙƛƴŀ ōŜŎƻƳŜ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΦ 

This was revealed in a  briefing by the Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation to Parliament on Wednesday, 26 May.  

Chinese and South African diplomats are currently working towards the creation of a 

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Agreement (CSPA), which will build on an existing  

bi-ƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ  ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 

negotiations will be to ensure greater access for South African value added products into 

the Chinese market.  

Trade 

Procurement contracts between companies in China and SA amounting to R2.3bn were 

signed into agreement in March 2010 at a Forum held in Pretoria  under the auspices of 

the Chinese government. However, according to the Department, China continues to 

ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜ Ǌŀǿ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ {! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ άŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ώǘƘŜ 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎϐ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

current structure of trade, which is a 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦέ 

For the last 12 years, trade between SA 

and China has been on the rise, growing 

from R5.2bn in 1998 to R120bn in 2009.  

! ǘǊŀŘŜ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 

favour through the years, increasing from R5bn in 2001 to a high of R46.6bn in 2008.  

Investment 

Since 2003, Chinese investment in South Africa has been in excess of R37bn, due largely 

to a 2008 deal which saw the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China Ltd buy a 20% 

(R43bn) stake in Standard Bank. To date, Chinese investments in SA have focused on 

metals, chemicals, food and tobacco, consumer electronics, automotives and 

communications, in that order. The Department believes the Chinese agenda to be 

concentrated on energy security (in the form of SASOL technology),   mineral security 

(iron-ore, chrome, manganese) and market access.  

Incentives 

Politically, China sees value in South 

!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ {!Ωǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

!ŦǊƛŎŀΦ {!Ωǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ 

investment base for the African 

market and the potential leveraging of 

existing networks of SA companies are 

also incentives for Chinese 

investment.  

President Jacob Zuma is due to visit Beijing on an official state visit in August 2010.  
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CHINA-SOUTH AFRICA 2009 TRADE STATS 
 
Total trade:  R119.7bn 
SA Exports to China:  R48.7bn 
SA Imports from China:  R70.8bn 
 
Trade imbalance:   -R22.2bn 

HISTORY OF CHINA/SA RELATIONS 
 
1997 One China Policy 
1998 Diplomatic Relations established 
2000  Pretoria declaration on Partnership 
2001  Bi-national Commission est.ablished 
2004  Strategic Partnership 
2006  Programme for Deepening  
 Strategic Partnership 
2010  Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
2010     Proposed state visit by Pres. Zuma 
 (August) 

Click here to request a copy  
of the full presentation  

mailto:lee.padayachee@busa.org.za?subject=Request:%20Dept%20of%20Int%20Rel%20&%20Co-op%20presentation%20to%20Parliament%20on%2026%20May%202010
mailto:lee.padayachee@busa.org.za?subject=Request:%20Dept%20of%20Int%20Rel%20&%20Co-op%20presentation%20to%20Parliament%20on%2026%20May%202010


 

zEnergy Questions 3 

4ÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÒÁ×Î ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ %ÎÅÒÇÙȭÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÓ ÔÏ 

questions posed by Members of Parliament.  

Natural Gas Resources   
!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǊŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ Ŏƻŀƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ 

the Department of Energy is exploring the potential natural gas reserves, both domestic 

and in neighbouring countries such as Mozambique and Namibia. 

The Department is currently in discussions with a private company to supply 1500MW of 

electricity from a Gas Fired Power Station on the West Coast. Talks are also taking place 

with the Mozambican government on the possibility of Eskom being involved in Gas to 

Power projects that would allow SA to import some of the electricity. 

The use of compressed natural gas in the motor industry is being monitored and 

investigated. Small pockets of gas in South Africa are also being considered as potential 

energy sources to assist in meeting household energy demands.  

Energy Efficiency Standards   
The Department of Energy, working with the South African Bureau of Standards, has 

completed a number of energy efficiency standards and is in the process of developing 

others.  

Standards will be enforced through Energy Efficiency Regulations. Consultations on the 

Regulations are currently taking place. Once completed, the Regulations will require all 

electrical appliances and equipment on the market to be labelled and rated for Energy 

Efficiency.  

South Africa has adopted European Union energy efficiency labelling, which according to 

the Department is internationally recognised and easier for customers to read and 

understand. 

Comparing Electricity Prices 
In a reply to a parliamentary 

question, the Minister of 

Energy disclosed the rates 

(see table) that neighbouring 

countries and 3 end-use 

customers are charged for 

electricity.  

The Skorpion Mine and Mozal 

rights are currently being 

renegotiated. 

Local municipal suppliers on average paid 31.8c/kWh for 2009/10 and 25.4c/kWh for 

2008/9. 

Utilities  
 2009-10 Ave rate  

(C/KWh)  
Botswana Power Corporation 30.9 

NamPower (Nambia) 38.0 

Swaziland Electrical Board 32.0 

Lesotho Electricity Company 37.8 

End-use customers   

Motraco 12.3 

Skorpion 18.0 

Namdeb 31.5 



 

Parliamentary Calendar{ 4 

Protection of Personal Information Bill  
The Justice and Constitutional Development Subcommittee will continue its deliberations 

on the Protection of Personal Information Bill at an all-day meeting this Friday. 

Meeting details: 

Date:  4 June 2010 
Time: 09h00 
Venue: Committee Room S35, First Floor, NCOP Wing, Parliament 
 
The Committee aims to complete its deliberations on the Bill in the third parliamentary 
term which begins in mid-July. 
 

South African Reserve Bank Bill  
Public hearings will take place at Parliament this week on the South African Reserve Bank 
Amendment Bill. The Finance Standing Committee and the Select Committee on finance 
are jointly overseeing the passage of the Bill through Parliament. The committees will 
continue hearing submissions  on Wednesday and Thursday.  
The Committee is scheduled to hear a report back from National Treasury and the South 
African Reserve Bank on submissions received at the end of the week.  
 
Meeting details: 
 
Wednesday Public Hearings 
Date:  2 June 2010 
Time: 09h30 
Venue:  Committee Room E249, Second Floor, National Assembly Wing, Parliament 
 
Thursday Public Hearings 
Date:  3 June 2010 
Time: 09h30 
Venue:  Committee Room V475, Fourth Floor, Old Assembly Building, Parliament 
 
Friday Briefing 
Date:  4 June 2010 
Time: 09h30 
Venue:  Committee Room V475, Fourth Floor, Old Assembly Building, Parliament 
 
 

CLOSING OF PARLIAMENT 
The second parliamentary term is drawing to a close. No committees are scheduled to 
meet after Friday, 4 June. Consequently, this the penultimate Parliamentary 
Newswatch until Parliament resumes work in the third term, commencing 19 July. 



 

zBills in Parliament 4 

APPROPRIATION BILL [B3-2010]  
Introduced:  2 March 2010 
Committee: Standing Committee on Appropriations  
Objective: The Appropriations Bill provides for the release of budgeted funds from 
  the national revenue to fund the public service.  
Status:  Hearings were held on 4, 5, 7, 11 % 12 May 2010. Deliberations were  
  scheduled for 18 & 19 May 2010. The National Assembly is expected to 
  consider the Bill on 26 May 2010. 
 
BLACK AUTHORITIES ACT REPEAL BILL [B9-2010] 
Introduced: 21 April 2010 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Rural Development and Land Reform 
Objective: To repeal the Black Authorities Act of 1951. 
Status:  Briefing held on 12 May 2010. Deadline for written comments is 11 June 
  2010. Public hearings are scheduled for 20 & 21 July 2010. Submissions 
  will be considered on 28 July 2010. The Committee will deliberate on 4 
  & 11 August 2010. 
 
CONSTITUTION 17TH AMENDMENT BILL [B9-09] 
Introduced: 13 August 2009  
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development  
Objective: The Bill seeks to amend the Constitution to allow national government 
  the power to override local government in matters currently falling  
  ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ άƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ  
  ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎƛŜǎέΦ   
  LŦ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛƭƭ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀǊ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
  structure of government. Allowing national government to override  
  municipal decisions would effectively erode the constitutional  
  independence granted to local government and see the return of a  
  hierarchical structure of government with power concentrated at  
  national level.  
Status:  The Portfolio Committee which has yet to set a programme for hearings 
  and deliberation of the Bill.  
 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAWS AMENDMENT BILL [B8-2010] 
Introduced: 21 April 2010 
Committees: Portfolio and Select Committees on Trade and Industry.  
Objective: ¢ƘŜ .ƛƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƳŜƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ Lt ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ  
  the broad recognition and protection of traditional performances, terms 
  and expressions of indigenous origin, related geographical indications  
  and traditional designs of indigenous origin. The Bill also aims to create: 
  a National Council to oversee traditional intellectual property; a national 
  database to record traditional intellectual property; a national trust and 
  trust fund in respect of traditional intellectual property; and a legislative 
  framework for the payment of royalties in respect of traditional  
  performances. 
Status:  The Committee was briefed on the Bill on 19 May and has scheduled a  
  workshop on the Bill for 2 June 2010.  It aims to approve the Bill in the  
  third term. 
 

Click on a title to download the Bill. 
 

http://www.treasury.gov.za/legislation/bills/2010/bill32010.pdf
http://www.treasury.gov.za/legislation/bills/2010/bill32010.pdf
http://www.treasury.gov.za/legislation/bills/2010/bill32010.pdf
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=122244
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=105458
mailto:lpadayachee@bpo.co.za?subject=Document%20Request%20-%20Draft%20Intellectual%20Property%20Laws%20Amendment%20Bill
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PREVENTION AND COMBATING OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS BILL [B7-2010] 
Introduced:   15 March 2010 
Committees: Portfolio Committee  on Justice and Constitutional    
  Development and the Select Committee on Security and Constitutional 
  Development 
Objective:  The Bill comes as a result of an enquiry by the South African Law  
  Reform Commission into human trafficking. It deals with issues such as 
  forced labour, child exploitation, extra-territorial jurisdiction and the  
  status of foreign victims. The law will bring South Africa in line with UN 
  protocols on human trafficking.  
Status:   The Committee was briefed on 23 March 2010. No further meetings  
  have been held. 
 
PROTECTION FROM HARRASMENT BILL [B1-2010]  
Introduced: 5 February 2010 
Committees:  Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development 
Objective: The Bill supplements domestic violence legislation by providing for  
  individuals to apply to the Court for a protection order against  
  harassment. The Bill grants magistrates the power to subpoena any  
  person as a witness to proceedings. It also provides for protection  
  orders to an order for the removal of weapons from the respondent. All 
  protection orders  will include a suspended sentence against the  
  respondent so that in the event of an order being violated, police may  
  arrest the respondent on sight. 
Status:  Committee has yet to schedule meetings on the Bill. 
 
PROTECTION OF INFORMATION BILL [B6-2010] 
Introduced: 9 March 2010 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development 
Objective: Provide a regulatory framework for the protection, classification and  
  declassification of state information and crimes of unlawful disclosure, 
  including espionage. 
Status:  Briefings were held on 7 & 14 May 2010. Deliberations will take place on 
  21 May 2010. The Committee will consider public submissions on 28  
  May and 1 & 4 June 2010. Public Hearings were held on 20-22 July 2010. 
  Deliberations are scheduled for 27 & 30 July, and 10 & 17 August 2010. 
 
PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION BILL [B9-09] 
Introduced: 25 August 2009 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development 
Objective: The most high profile bill introduced in 2009, it seeks to provide for the 
  regulation of all aspects of the collection, use, disclosure, storage of and 
  ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ άǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
  logistical implications for business. 
BUSA position: In October 2009, the Committee held public hearings on the Bill. While 
  supporting the Bill, the BUSA submission called for implementation to  
  be carefully managed so as to minimize the cost to business. BUSA  
  expressed its disappointment at the Bill not being previously tabled at  
  NEDLAC despite requests to the Department of Trade and Industry.  
Status:  Public hearings took place in October. The Committee is in the process 
  of deliberating on the Bill. See page 4 for more detail. 
 
 

http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=118892
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=116584
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=118894
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=105938
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SAFETY AT SPORTS AND RECREATION EVENTS BILL [B7-09]   
Introduced: 8 July 2009 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Sport and Recreation 
Objective: The Bill aims to promote and protect all persons and property at sports   
  ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƭƭ ƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ   
  recent disasters at local sporting events.  
Status:  Public hearings were held in Parliament and in provinces from August to   
  October 2009. The National Assembly approved the Bill and referred it   
  to the NCOP for concurrence on 18 February. 
 
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE AMENDMENT BILL [B5-2010] 
Introduced: 2 February 2010 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Social Development 
Objective: The Bill amends the Social Assistance Act of 2004 to insert a definition   
  ŦƻǊ ΨŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƎǊŀƴǘ   
  and the appeals process related to disability applications. 
Status:  Public hearings were held on 20 & 21 April.  Deliberations took place on 4 and  
  18 May. The Committee aims to finalise the Bill by the end of the 2nd term 2010. 
 

SOUTH AFRICAN POSTBANK BILL [B14-09]   
Introduced: 6 November 2009 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Communications  
Objective: The Bill will make Postbank a wholly owned subsidiary company of the   
  Post Office, the first step in Postbank becoming a stand-alone    
  company, with its services extending to lending facilities.  The Bill will   
  bring Postbank under the canopy of the Banks Act, and empower it to   
  offer a full range of banking services, as stipulated in the Act. It will also   
  make the bank subject to financial services sector regulations, such as   
  the Financial Intelligent Sector Act (FICA), from which it was previously   
  exempt. 
Status:  Public hearings took place on 24 March 2010. The Committee deliberated on  
  18 May. Further meetings are yet to be scheduled.  
 
SOUTH AFRICAN POST OFFICE BILL [B2-2010] 
Introduced: 18 February 2010 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Communications 
Objective: To provide for the continued existence and governance of the South    
  African Post Office. The Bill is being passed in tandem with the South   
  African Postbank Bill, with which it should be read.  
Status:  Public hearings were held on 23 March 2010. The Committee will    
  deliberate on the Bill in the 3rd term of 2010, which begins in late July. 
 
SOUTH AFRICAN RESERVE BANK BILL [B10-2010] 
Introduced: 6 May 2010 
Committee: Standing Committee on Finanace 
Objective: Amend the Reserve Bank Bill to provide for matters relating to the    
  appointment of Directors to the Board, and to strengthen provisions    
  limiting shareholding in order to prevent abuse. 
Status:  Committee briefed on 12 May 2010. See page 4 for details of public    
  hearings. 
 
TRADITIONAL COURTS BILL [B15-2008] 
Introduced: 7 July 2009 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development 
Objective: The Bill will replace the Black Administration Act of 1929 and lay the    
  foundation for legislation governing Traditional Courts.   
Status:  Committee was briefed by the Department on 1 September 2009.    
  Further meetings have yet to be scheduled.  
  

http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=103608
mailto:lee.padayachee@busa.org.za?subject=Request%20for%20Social%20Assistance%20Amendment%20Bill%20
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=111314
http://www.parliament.gov.za/live/click.php?URL=%2Fcontent%2FBill+2+-+2010+South+African+Post+Office+Bill%7E1.pdf&Src=Item+116
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=121754
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=80588

